RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
heat could neither be created nor destroyed. Thomson, however, showed later that this assumption was not essential; and Clausius had, a short time before, come to the same conclusion.
Joule, besides being an excellent experimenter, had a very clear mind and sound judgment. He was one of those physicists who have, I think, been more plentiful in this country than in any other, who, though not holding any Professorship or other official post, have devoted themselves to the advancement of science at their own cost and in their own laboratories. None of these have done work more important than Joule. When I was a boy I was introduced by my father to Joule, and when he had gone my father said, " Some day you will be proud to be able to say you have met that gentleman " ; and I am.
A statue of him by Gilbert stands side by side with that of Dalton in the Town Hall of Manchester.
John Owens, a Manchester merchant who died in 1846, left his estate to be devoted to the establishment of a College free from religious tests, for instruction in the branches of knowledge taught in the English universities. It was not, however, until 1851 that the College started ; the time was a bad one for realising any kind of property, and in addition there was a dispute as to what amount, if any, of religious instruction was consistent with the terms of the trust. Finally it was compromised by limiting the instruction to lectures on the Greek of the New Testament and the Hebrew of the Old. However, by March 1851 a Principal and a few Professors had been appointed and the College opened. The first year 62 students attended, 71 in the second, and then it began to decline, and fell to little more than half this number" by 1857. The Manchester Guardian, in a leader about this time, said, " Explain it how 10